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BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in      
America’s back country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recrea-
tional stock use. To assist the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and 
management of said resource. To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use 
of the back country resource by horsemen and the   general public commensurate with our heritage. 
To foster and encourage the formation of new chapters in the state organization. 

 October 2022 
Notes from the President 

Fall has been described as a time of cooler temperatures, colorful trees and seasonal 
treats. It has been described that  people and animals feel happiness or calmness 
when we are enjoying the outdoors. It is a time we get to wear our plaid colors and 
drink hot spicy drinks. The stock gets fuzzier as they are  preparing themselves for 
the cooler and short days ahead.  
      
Those who have been using the Vedder Mt Trailhead, the colorful door left behind 
by the mailbox, the mystery has been solved. Bill Mckenna and myself received a 
phone call that the art door was stolen  from the Alley District in Bellingham, 
known for the Arts. Alec Reynolds called us because he was given clues from the 
person who stole the door that it was left at Vedder Mt.  He found our website and 
called Bill and myself to see if we knew anything.  Bill directly called Roger        
Nelson who had the door and contacted Alec. Alec was so appreciative that the 
door was found and recovered in such a timely manner.  Thank you Letitia Wheeler 
for keeping our website up to date.  
 
 This organization is amazing, I hear many stories of the human kindness we have 
for each other in times of need and the no questions asked when someone needs 
help.  
 
 Friendly reminder,  we are accepting nominations and volunteers for all                   
positions for the 2023 term.  You may want to nominate yourself or others. You 
may want to co-chair a position with another member.  You may nominate an           
existing Board member for the same or different position. Requirement is you must 
be 18 years or older and be a member of our Chapter.  You may know someone 
who is not a member and have the talents of holding a position, give them a           
membership form or have them go online. Our nominations should be ready for our 
next General Meeting October 12th and we will hold our elections November 9th.  
 
Hoping to see everyone at our 0ctober 8th Fall gathering , remember it is an event 
for nonriders and riders and bring your favorite potluck dish. There will be a lot of 
raffle items and let's hope for some good fall weather.     
  
  
“A fallen leaf is nothing more than a summer’s wave goodbye." 
    Unknown.  
~Cindy Piccolo President  
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VET NOTES   Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M.         Bee Season 
 
I quizzed a bee expert several years ago on bees, here are some suggestions on dealing with 
them.   
 
Ground bees are a real hazard to riders. They tend to be more active in warmer weather. 
Nests are often in holes in the middle of trails. The first horse may rile them up but avoid 
getting stung. But the following horses are highly likely to be stung.  
 
 It is important to recognize that you are in bees and get away as fast as possible. It is even 
better to spot them before you ride through but that is hard. Usually there are only a few bees 
near the hole. At the start of a ride make sure everyone is informed on what to look for and 
what to do. Novices tend to stop and ask “where” when someone yells “bees”. 
 
The first sign your horse gives is often stomping their feet or shaking their head. Granted 
something else might be going on but yell “bees” and take off. Go as fast as the trail will 
warrant. Usually, a fast trot is sufficient. Lope if possible but bees are not fast and won’t   
follow very far. However I could not find a definition of “far or fast” regarding bees.  
 
A small group of riders may be fine. Large groups are a problem. Try to turn back if possible 
if you haven’t reached the bee spot but be ready for a temper tantrum if the rest of the horses 
are galloping off. It is usually the 2nd or 3rd horses that will be the first stung. If you must go 
through the area wait a few minutes for the bees to settle back in the hole and then go one or 
two at a time at a trot. Wait for the following horses within view if possible.  
 
The following are two incidents. A trail in the Mazama area went through a sandy and rocky area. The first horse 
kicked the bees up, the next two horses were stung. The rest stopped and waited. They could see that the bees 
stayed within about 30 ft of the hole and within 5 minutes had reentered the ground. Two more riders went 
through. Each horse was stung but just a few times. The last two went through. Evidently one horse had previous 
experience. He stopped on his own and  waited until he (and his rider) could no longer see bees. They approached 
at a walk. About 5 ft from the hole they could see a few bees fly out so they took off at a trot. Each horse got 
stung once. 
 
On a pack trip one rider had 3 pack stock. They were behind leaders who kicked the nest up. Each pack horse 
lunged a bit but knew to keep going. The rest of the riders were able to go around the nest. 
 
It is far better to find a way around a ground nest. Every horse stung reacted, a few with pretty good bucks. Good 
test for a packer’s ability to secure the load. 
 
Note that the “bee” instructions are counter to usual trail riding safety. Normally if your horse acts up it is best to 
stop and find out what is wrong. Don’t stop if there is any chance there are bees.  
 
 Check for ground nests and stay close to stock if you tie up for lunch or put them on high lines. When riding it 
might be safest to stay mounted if you suspect bees in an area. It is hard to run down a rough trail leading a horse. 
 
Conclusion- during bee season if your horse stomps once or shakes his head twice on the trail assume it is due to 
bees. Grab the saddle horn and take off at a trot. 
 
Please note some of my own comments are outside the area of veterinary medicine. Some of you have far more 
knowledge than I. Bees maybe a good topic for a meeting discussion. 
 

2022 
TRAIL BOSSES 

 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

 
Joe Remenar 
360-778-9848 

 
Roger Nelson 
360-927-6964 

 
WORK PARTY 

COORDINATOR 
Roger Nelson 
360-927-6964 

 
PACKING        

COORDINATOR 
Rocky Leavitt 
360-599-2675 

EDITOR’S POLICIES 
 
Trail Tales is published monthly. Deadline for submission of articles is the 15th of each month.  Non-copyrighted  
submissions are welcomed (subject to space limitations).  Opinions and views expressed in letters or personal articles 
are not necessarily the opinions of BCH. Send submissions to: Editor, Fran Van Diest, 723 Van Wyck Rd,                  
Bellingham, WA. 98226.  Email to: fvandiest@msn.com. 
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WBCH general meeting minutes Sept 14 2022 
 
The meeting was called to order at Misty Meadow Ranch at 7:02 following a potluck meal. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said 
 
We moved to the indoor arena for a short presentation by Sharon Hoofnagle D.V.M. on how to do a pre-pre-
purchase exam. It is quick screen on a horse or mule you are contemplating buying before driving a long way to 
look at the horse or scheduling a pre-purchase exam. Our thanks to Bob of Misty River Ranch on providing and 
handling a spectacular mare for the demo. 
 
Meeting resumed. Approval of the minutes as printed in the newsletter was moved by Melinda S. and seconded 
by Jack C. 
 
Sunshine: cards were sent out by Michelle M. 
 
Treasurer: reported by Cindy for Tim: expenses were for the Garmin and fencing material (about $20.) for Y 
RD. Account balances can be accessed by members from Tim V. 
 
Director: Bill M.: 
The wine ride is Oct 29th. Bill, Michelle, and Cindy are going as volunteer workers. It is a profit-sharing event. 
Our chapter will receive a check for volunteer hrs. Work involved includes parking, food prep., registration. 
There are two choices of loops to ride. Riders can sample wines and make purchases. They need hosts at each 
winery. 
By-laws: since the state reorganized, they also have new by-laws. Bill met with Janelle Wilson (past president) to 
discuss them. The state has included a by-law guide in the new state by-laws. We have a group working on by-
laws, they will receive this new information and re-write our chapter by-laws. It is recommended that we have a 
board with authorization to do the day-by-day business. This will leave more time at meetings for fun and          
educational events. By the next board meeting the new by-laws should be ready. The chapter will vote on the       
by-laws at next meeting. 
Calendars are available. The state has lowered the number available. Each chapter can charge what we want and 
can also give some away to agencies. 
 
Work Parties: Roger N- the trails at Vedder are open and cleared for the Oct. ride. 
Bill M.: Excelsior- we need one more work party with at least two more people. He would like to schedule it  
during the week. It is approximately 2-2 ½ miles in. 
 
Trailheads: Y-Rd Sharon Hoofnagle- the main rd., N side has been brushed out and the new culverts installed. 
Blackberries were taking over. A truck and horse trailer were stolen from the trailhead but were recovered           
quickly. All the major trailheads have been hit by thieves. Leave nothing in vehicles. Consider joining the           
trailhead watch group. Other security options are being researched. 
Cindy asked how to contact the group. The following is the information from Steve A.: If someone wants to join 
they can simply email us and ask to be on the list.  The email is Whatcomcityzen@gmail.com.  I’m looking       
forward to meeting your crew and increasing our bandwidth so we can cover more area more frequently.           
Together we are most effective!!  Thank you for sharing. 
 
Old Business 
Trailer purchase: Bill M-The board, especially a few members, have thoroughly researched the need for and the 
requirements of a new equipment trailer. Our old trailer is too small. We need a double axle. Two totes will fit in 
the new trailer. A 16 ft trailer has been selected with an upper price limit. A larger trailer would be too hard to get 
in to trailheads. The purchase was approved by the board. Bill M moved that we authorize Joe R to purchase the 
trailer, Jack C. seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
           (Continue on Page 4) 
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(Continue from Page 3) 
Whatcom BCH general meeting minutes 
September 14, 2022 
 
 
Oct 8 Event: Roger N will plan on a 2 1/2 hr. guided ride both morning and afternoon. Melinda S will help flag the 
route. 
 
Old business 
Mike M: has been sending out emails on the status of fires. 
Melinda S.: there is concern over a painted door that someone has set up on the main trail leaving the Vedder trail-
head. It may spook some horses. Bryce creek will be consulted on if we can remove it. 
 
New Business: Bill M: We usually donated to the state for the winery ride drawings. Bill requested $250.           
Discussion followed. It was moved and seconded that we donate $250. Passed unanimously. 
 
Melinda S moved we close, Roger N seconded. Closed at 8:30 
submitted by Sharon Hoofnagle, secretary 
 

Volunteer Hours: 
Report your hours to Verna at              
verna@soundengineering.com.     

A Special Thank You to: 
Laurel Farm & Western Supply 

America’s Horse Country 
Weylin & Amy Eldred  
325 W Laurel Rd., Bellingham 360/398-1216  
* 360/398-8050 fax 
Hours: Mon– Fri: 8:30am. to 7 pm; Sat: 
8:30am.to 6:00 pm. and Sun 9 am. to 5 pm.   

Growsource 
Products: topsoil blend, garden blend,           
fertilizing, testing, compost, magic mulch, 
bark, rock, crushed rock. 
 
Hannegan road next to Builder’s Alliance 
Open 8-5pm Monday-Friday, 8-4pm Sat. 
360-318-8554. Deliveries Monday--Saturday. 

2023 BCHW Calendars 
 

Bill has the calendars for sale.  They are $15.00 each.  Contact Bill at 360-599-
2526 or send him an email at wintercreek10@gmail.com if you wish to purchase 
one or more before they are all gone!  Or get one at the general meeting! 
Fran 

Total Volunteer hours 
reported in August 2022--
1018. hrs. 
(basic--58 hrs., skilled--
635 hrs., LNT/educ--34.5 
hrs., Admin--106 hrs.)  
 
Andy McLeod 
Bill McKenna 
Cindy Piccolo 
Deb Cribs 
Debbie Lagerwey 
Denny Earnst - nm 
Fran Van Diest 
Harold Wiese 
Jackie Yereance 
Jan DeBoer 
Joe Remenar 
Letitia Wheeler-nm 
Marie Tiemersma 
Melinda Smull 
Mike McGlenn 
Rob DeBoer 
Robbie Harris 
Rocky Leavitt 
Roger Edmonds 
Roger Nelson 
Sharon Hoofnagle 
Shirley Todhunter 
Soren Stremler-nm 
Tim Van Beek 
Verna McLeod 
Vince Stremler - nm 

Check out our Website:  
 

http://www.whatcom-bch.com/ 
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     2022 COMMITTEE        
 CHAIRS: 
 
          LEGISLATIVE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
      LEAVE NO TRACE: 

Bill McKenna 
360-599-2526 

   
   VOLUNTEER HOURS: 

Verna McLeod 
360-595-2744 

 
           PROGRAMS: 

Sharon Hoofnagle 
360-7344258 

          
           SUNSHINE            

Michelle McKenna 
360-599-2526 

 
TRAIL HEAD  
COMMITTEE    
Mike McGlenn 
360-739-2619 

 
SCRAPBOOK 

Debbie Lagerwey 
360-354-2804 
Need Pictures! 

CALENDAR 
 
 
Oct 3, 2022----board meeting at Roundtable pizza on Sunset Dr. dinner at 6pm, 
meeting at 7pm but will also have meeting by zoom for the ones unable to attend. 
 
Oct 8, 2022---Fall Harvest Celebration at Bryce Creek Horse Camp.  Potluck 
lunch at noon!  See flyer in newsletter.  Roger will lead a ride at 9:00am if you 
want to go for a ride before lunch! 
 
Oct 12, 2022----general meeting at Laurel Community Grange, 6172 Guide         
Meridian, Lynden.  Social at 6:30pm and meeting at 7:00pm--8:30pm. 

 
Sunshine Committee 

 
If you know someone that needs 
a  little ray of sunshine, please 
contact Michelle McKenna at 360
-599-2526 or send her an email at:          
wintercreek10@gmail.com  

Marie Tiemersma is having knee 
replacement surgery on October 
27, 2022, requesting thoughts and 
prayers for a wonderful outcome.   

Tara Felder: Thinking of you 
card sent to Tara’s sister Martha 
Felder.  Tara passed away         
recently, she was a past member 
of Whatcom BCH. 

 

 

                                       
HELP WANTED:  
House cleaner 1x per month.  Once acclimated to our 
house, the cleaning takes about 3 hours.  We provide all 

the products and equipment.  
We are 1 mile north of Everson. 
Please email: mtiemersma@hotmail.com  OR  call / text: 360-815-5992. 
Thank you, Marie Tiemersma 
                                
********************************************************** 
 
FOR SALE: 
 
Farm Jacks make an offer for one or 
all three. 
I have 3 farm jacks for sale. They were pur-
chased for a project and are no longer needed. 
They are great for lifting things and pulling 
up fence posts. 
 
Maximum height 48” 
 
Minimum height 6” 
 
Maximum capacity 6000 pounds (3000 KG) 
 
Jackie 
jjyy@earthlink.net 
360 315-509 

2023 Membership 
You can renew your membership now! Go to www.bchw.org, click on        
renewal to do online or complete the attached membership form. 
Please do not wait until the last minute! 
Fran 
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Get ready for a  

Directions:  From Mt. Baker Hwy (542) East continue on 542, by Kendall, on roundabout take 2nd 
exit straight to Kendall Road (547). Turn right on South Pass Road, turn left on Heady road. Turn 
right at yellow gate and follow signs to Bryce Creek Horse Camp. Park at gazebo or field below. 
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May’22--April’23 

Schreiber’s work party. 
 
Rob DeBoer and I worked 
at Schreiber's on August 
20-21 (Saturday/Sunday) 
with Washington             
Conservation Corp 
(WCC) hauling gravel to 
complete the                   
turnpikes.  This is the            
only picture I have.  
 
Joe Remenar 
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Devil's Pass trail work 
 
Vince and I did some clean-
ing up on Devil's Pass trail. 
This is a bit east of Ross 
Lake. Pasayten Wilderness. 
September.  Here’s a few 
pictures of that trail--below, 
it’s really brushy.  Granite 
Creek bridge picture to the 
left. 
 
Rocky 



 

 



 

 

  

Fran Van Diest 
WBCH Newsletter Editor 

723 Van Wyck  Rd 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

(360) 734-2567 

 

Next 
Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen 

 
Meeting: 

General Meeting:  October 12, 2022 
Laurel Community Grange  

6172 Guide Meridian, Lynden 
Social at 6:30pm 

Meeting 7pm---8:30pm  
 
  

 

 

BCHW mission statement: To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America’s back 
country and wilderness. To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use. To assist 
the various governmental and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource. To 
educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the back country resource by horsemen 
and the general public commensurate with our heritage. To foster and encourage the formation of new 
chapters in the state organization. 
 

 


